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quite some t i m e . Th i s bill in its current form w on't d o
that. I t needs to be brought b ack , at least for this
specific amendment, and hopefully to solve t hi s who l e
problem. For that reason I ask the Legislature to bring the
bill back for the specific amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Ab b o ud , t hen Sena t o r Lund y .

SENATOR ABBOUD: M r. Pres i d en t a n d colleagues, I don't know
how many of you people know what day it is t oday b ', t t od a y
is kind of a special day in the Legislature because i t i s
the 31st day of the session. That means that the session is
halfway ov e r whi ch means that if you d on' t h av e you r
l egis l a t i o n mov i ng o r i f y o u don ' t hav e a bill that is a
personal priority bill of a particular senator, you are
going to have some very difficult sledding in getting that
bill passed this year. Now we are going to have the budget
coming up in approximately the s econd week i n M a r c h . We are
g oing t o be d i scu s s i n g I n i t i at i v e 3 0 0 . We have a who l e
truckload of hotly contested pieces of legislation that are
going to take a lot of floor time. So how does that fit in
with LB 4 9 4 P W e ll , LB 494 i s a r at he r simple b i l l . I t
deals with the i dea t ha t t he mun i ci p al i t i es sh o u l d have
90 days to look at a natural gas rate increase. That has
always been the law in the S tate o f N e b r a s k a . N o on e h a s
ever contested that should be t he law in the State of
N ebraska . At t he p r e sen t time when a gas company goes
before a municipality, t hey have 9 0 d a y s t o d ecide on t h a t
rate increase while there was some confusion in t he l a w i n
deal ing w i t h n a t u r a l g a s p r i ci ng . At the present time there
is two ways to price gas, at the wholesale and the retail
level. This made it so there was no confusion as to whether
a company b u y s o r sells gas from a wholesaler or whether
t hey pu r chase i t through their parent company. Now so the
bill itself was a rather insignificant bill i n t ha t r eg a r d
but it helped to establish t hat e v e r y on e had t he 90 day
period. Now it is the 31st day and the Urban Affairs
Committee has a piece of legislation which i s a r at h e r
far-reaching piece of legislation dealing with regulation of
natural gas. They want to expand the amount of time that a
municipality has to decide a rate increase. Now I r e al l ydon't h a ve any problems with that. I think they close to
double the time that a rate increase can take effect and it
p robably i s a pr e t t y go o d p i e c e o f l eg i sl at i on a n d I p l an t o
support it. Unfo rtunately, that particular p iece of
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